
CONSPROSTHE OF 
D I R E C T O R ’ S  V I S I O N T R A E M A N I  H A W K I N S



LOGLINE
When an experienced con man is tricked by 
someone close to him, he will stop at nothing 
to find the culprit and reaffirm his reputation.
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RAY (40s) and BRIA Turk (40s) run an insurance company 
that is actually a cover up for their cons. They have a 
trusted group of employees: MATT (20s), DEMETRIUS 
(40s), KATRINA (30s) and husband and wife pair DOUG 
(40s) and REBECCA (30s). The Turk’s son LUKE (16) is 
dating Doug and Rebecca’s daughter, SAVANNAH (16).

We open on a tense office party involving a game of 
monopoly, where everyone except Doug cheats at every 
chance they get. The game is meant to foreshadow 
the film’s events. Doug eventually wins, to everyone’s 
surprise, and breaks Ray’s long stream of victories.

The game is intercut by snippets of daily office life, 
during which everyone conducts scams, especially 
against the elderly and most naive. The only person who 
thinks they actually sell insurance is Doug.

Meanwhile, Luke gets in trouble at school for scamming 
the principal in a game of cards. Ray is proud of him, 
while Bria reprimands them both and worries about 
their son’s education and moral values. She confiscates 
Luke’s phone.

The following day Ray leaves the office early, irritated by 
Doug’s attempt to suggest some changes to the company. 
When he gets home, him and Bria receive a mysterious 
phone call asking for a bitcoin ransom in exchange for 
their son’s safety. The kidnapper seems to know Luke 
very well and because they’re unable to call their son 
as Bria still has his cell, they give in and send over the 
money. Luke shows up at home only a few seconds later, 
unaware of everything.

Outraged and with his pride hurt, Ray starts investigating 
the matter. Bria tries to talk him out of it and be the 
bigger person, but it’s hopeless. Ray traces the phone 
call back to his office and decides to question everybody 
on their whereabouts the evening he left early.

Ray is particularly suspicious of Doug because he 
catches him checking the bitcoin market. When 
questioned on what he did the night Ray left early, Doug 
is hesitant to give a straight answer. Katrina also tells 
Ray that Doug stuck around until very late.

SYNOPSIS
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Ray becomes convinced Doug is the one who scammed 
him. To execute his revenge, he announces a new game 
of monopoly at his place the following night. Doug 
doesn’t want to go and offers many excuses such as 
having to volunteer the next morning. But Ray gives him 
no escape and promises he’ll let him go home early.

Ray asks Luke to help him with the plan. Luke has to 
break into Doug’s house and phone a moving company. 
While everyone is over at the Turk’s place for game 
night, Luke is in charge of instructing the movers to clear 
away everything from Doug’s house. But when he shows 
up there, Savannah is home and adamant to have sex.

He convinces her to go into the garden’s shed to 
have sex. Both of them have lied about their sexual 
experiences and things get awkward pretty quickly. With 
the excuse of going into the house to get marijuana from 
Rebecca’s secret stash, Luke moves back and forth and 
manages to distract Savannah while the movers do their 
job. He tells them not to touch Savannah’s room. Back in 
the shed, Luke and Savannah get stoned.

Ray’s monopoly game goes awry: Katrina sets a rule 
demanding that every time someone is caught cheating, 
they have to reveal the worst thing they’ve ever done. 
Lots of unwanted secrets come out. Rebecca seems 
particularly worried. Katrina reveals that she’s sleeping 
with both Demetrius and Doug. Matt admits he’s been 
stealing a few extra dollars from each Commission.

In an attempt to regain control, Ray reveals that he 
thinks Doug has scammed him. Offended, Doug leaves. 
Since everyone has been betting real money on the 
game’s outcome, they all follow Doug back to his place to 
try to convince him to finish.

Once they see the empty house, they all realize what 
happened. Savannah breaks up with Luke, who still 
doesn’t understand what he did wrong, and Doug 
calls the police. The policemen recognize Ray from an 
investigation into his business and arrest him. They 
arrest Luke too for marijuana possession. When Bria 
doesn’t pay their bail, Ray and Luke realize they would 
have to spend the night in jail and come to terms with 
their mistakes.

Bria bails them out the next day and both are ready 
to make amends to everyone they’ve hurt. Ray moves 
the furniture back into Doug’s house and gives him 
ownership over the company to do whatever he wants 
with it - even make it legal.

Ray embarks on a new career. Teaching the elder and 
vulnerable how to stay safe from scams. Satisfied, 
Bria shows Ray the new car she bought. He’s initially 
confused as to why she’d spend so much money all of 
a sudden, especially after the financial loss caused 
by the ransom. But when she mentions the price, he 
understands it’s the exact same amount he sent to the 
kidnapper. Bria’s the one who scammed him in the first 
place, with Rebecca’s help, to push him to become a 
better person.

The narrative rewinds to show how Bria and Rebecca 
worked together to pull off the scam.
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THEME
& CONFLICT
This film is about pride and how embracing it can destroy 
your life and relationships. 

There are two central conflicts. Internally, Ray is wrestling 
with his own pride which Bria desperately wants him to 
overcome. Externally, Ray is driven by pride to get his 
revenge on whoever scammed him.
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CHARACTERS

Owner of the company, skilled con artist, 
incredibly prideful.

Ray’s wife, concerned parent, 
would do anything for her family.

Ray’s son, ametuer con artist, 
wants to be just like his father.

Accountant, only one ignorant to 
Ray’s schemes, a man of virtue.

Doug’s wife, Bria’s best friend, 
soft spoken and anxious.

R AY

B R I A L U K E D O U G R E B E C C A

Doug’s daughter, Luke’s girlfriend, 
independent and strong-willed.

Co-founder of the company, an 
even more skilled con artist than 
Ray, troublemaker.

Experienced employee, Matt’s 
mentor, always in trouble.

The new guy, eager to learn the 
art, naive.

S A V A N N A H K A T R I N A D E M E T R I U S M A T T
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CINEMATOGRAPHY
This film will be shot digitally in HD optimized for cinema projectors. 
The visual world we will create will use heavy contrast and shadows to 
emphasize the shady nature of the characters. There will be a mix of 
conventional narrative and action camera techniques used to give energy 
to the more simple acts like money changing. This will help to dramatize 
mundane actions while adding more contrast to the feel of different scenes 
and sequences. The final visual product will be a dark, yet bold film where 
the look of the world is created by the characters. This will enhance the 
story, creating a cohesive experience for the audience.
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The story takes place mostly inside houses and the 
office, so each space will be used to visually represent 
the personality of the owner of the space. Since most 
of the characters are con artists, their spaces will also 
be dark and mysterious with a false sense of intrigue. 
However, Doug’s house, him being the only non-con 
artist, will be lighter and more minimal to give a feeling 
of openness.

PRODUCTION
DESIGN
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EDIT
For the most part, the editing will simply add to the natural 
flow of the scenes and be invisible. This will enhance the 
immersion into the story. During the monopoly games and 
other short, sleight-of-hand cons, the editing will be more 
like an action movie to give more energy to the cons.
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The score will marry elements of traditional 
“whodunnit” film scores including the quick, staccato 
violin strings and plucks and hip hop elements such 
as 808’s and rhythmic beats.

THE SCORE
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LOCATION
We are planning to film in either Oklahoma or Atlanta, GA. 
The story takes place in a city, but is not specific to which one. 
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More than 10,000 Americans report having been scammed 
every month. The amount of money lost adds up to over 
$10 million each month. Elderly Americans lose almost 
$3 billion a year to scams and it can be a long-winded and 
expensive process to dispute these charges for the victim 
and provider alike. This film will raise awareness of popular 
scams and the mindset of a con artist. This will equip 
viewers with the knowledge to recognize and defend against 
scams. It will convey this information dramatically through 
the character driven story of Ray, allowing the audience to 
connect with the film both emotionally and intellectually.

Traemani Hawkins
Writer/Director

CONCLUSION
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https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/scam-statistics
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/02/13/older-americans-lose-almost-3-billion-a-year-to-scams.html
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0219-disputing-credit-card-charges
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0102-refund-and-recovery-scams
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0102-refund-and-recovery-scams


Emai l :     p roso fconsmov ie@gmai l . com
Phone :      (+1)  919-862-6001

THANK YOU


